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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---June Co-Selection 


Forester, Commodore Hornblower. Little, Brown. 


May 21, 1945. $2.50. 


Hornblower fans will welcome the advance grade 
their doughty hero and will then proceed revel his 
further adventures aids the second step the 
series that were lead Napoleon’s eventual downfall. 
Working with the Russians the Baltic, Horatio, his 
own inimitable manner, not only foils the enemy sea 
but goes instruct the budding von Clausewitz 
military operations and finally deprives Napoleon 
army and ally according the most approved prin- 
ciples modern psychological warfare. 


the midst village welcome its landed 
proprietor, Captain Sir Horatio Hornblower, now happily 
married Barbara, sister the famous Wellesleys, and 
with toddling son, that the Admiralty summons came. 
Forgotten was connubial bliss and the peaceful life 
country gentleman; only the urge sea, tread 
quarterdeck, act, remained. And Horatio posted 
London and accepted commission Commodore 
act the Baltic against the French, remind Sweden 
and Russia, wavering the face French demands, 
England’s might and general prepared take 
advantage any circumstances that might used 
weaken Napoleon. the whole chancy mission, one 
requiring finesse, mission dangerous position since 
single misstep, alienating Sweden and Russia, would 
place England greater jeopardy and ruin the career 
the man who made it. Bernadotte and Alexander were 
wavering under Napoleon’s pressure while that worthy 
was the zenith his power since campaign 
Portugal was just beginning. knew that 
would have live the reputation his famous 
brothers-in-law and mistrusted his ability such 


hopeless, complicated, thankless task. From all the 
intelligence could gather Horatio foresaw only diffi- 
culty, danger and little chance success. But knew 
that his task was vital England’s future and attacked 
each problem arose with his own peculiarly analyti- 
cal and doggedly determined methods. sank French 
privateer Swedish waters the risk offending the 
Swedes and the use bomb ketches. Then, carrying 
diplomats, visited the royal court Russia where 
displayed for Alexander’s benefit the English policy and 
the prowess England’s navy which backed it. even 
saved the Czar, without the latter’s knowledge, from 
assassination the Finnish secretary whom the Admir- 
alty had assigned the squadron. 


And then came the war. Napoleon marched relentlessly 
into Russia and Horatio was sent aid the defense 
Riga which blocked the path smaller French force 
sent take St. Petersburg. combining land and naval 
action and improvising new methods operation 
Horatio aided holding off the French until news arrived 
Napoleon’s failure Moscow and his retreat there- 
from. Then, cleverly using captured Prussian officer 
and division impressed Spanish soldiers who had 
escaped from Napoleon’s army, persuaded Prussian 
army withdraw, thus making major breach 
Napoleon’s system alliances. After displaying great 
personal heroism extreme hardships 
Horatio succumbed typhus from which recovered 
only after long siege. the story closes returns 
England the praise and commendation his superiors 
and the happiness home and family. 


Conspicuously absent from this book the detailed study 
conditions the English Navy which was character- 
istic the earlier Hornblower opera. Mr. Forester has 
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included some this material but mainly has confined 
himself the elaboration his leading character, cleverly 
portraying the changes which increasing age and rank 
and responsibility have wrought his commander. 
Essentially Horatio still the same, still self-analytic, 
honest, particular, careful, thorough-going, determined, 
yet conscious his own short-comings and weaknesses, 
fine, admirably human character. Command has 
increased his respect for the maintenance his 
dignity and displays somewhat impish delight 
impressing his underlings with his professional ability. 
The book packed with action, many parallels are drawn 
modern conditions and modern warfare and, usual, 
does not suffer from the masterly story-telling styie 
Forester. There one unnecessary instance illicit sex 
and one two instances profanity but otherwise the 
book will welcome most classes readers good 
adventure story. 


Magner, James Personality and Successful Living. 
Bruce. June plus 244p. 


The thesis Father Magner’s book that the truly suc- 
cessful life the Christian life. The opening chapter 
discusses the meaning personality, both philosophically 
and exemplified the life Christ: “When speak 
conscious development along the lines private and 
social conduct taught and practised Christ (p. 
The special glory truly Christian personality 
union through grace with God.” (p. within 
this supernatural context that the author approaches 
successively and specifically such everyday problems 
the development self-confidence; self-perspective and 
success; self-discipline and happiness; and 
and stability. This latter point, covered Chapter 
the occasion for sane and candid treatment sex prob- 
lems, and shows distinct advance over the smug and 
self-conscious manuals that were current generation 
ago. 


The social aspect personality development treated 
jealousy. The attitude the author throughout posi- 
tive, and principles are laid down for overcoming the 
difficulties cited. “Expressed terms Christianity, 
this program (of character formation) means the daily 
habit and expression charity the great law the 
New Testament. Such was the constant lesson taught 
Christ, the grandest all 85). 
Our efforts achieve this ideal must begin the home 
and radiate from there the office, the shop, and all the 
other scenes human association. The relation reli- 
gion mental health, the putting religious principles 
action, the place the arts and sciences cultural 
growth are all examined separate chapters. The con- 
cluding sections deal with the relations between responsi- 
bility and character, truth and personal integrity, and the 
significance Christian philosophy beauty (including 
excellent passage St. Francis Assisi exhibiting 
his life and writings synthesis the love narure 
and the love God.) chapter entitled “The Mastery 
Life” concludes the book, Father Magner observing 
that “The master life who can bear success and 
misfortune, wealth and poverty, with equal grace and 
quiet spirit because realizes that the eyes 


Forester Magner DeKruif 
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God nothing else except honest effort and generous 
motive. divine grace these are within the constant 
grasp every man.” (p. 235). 


The title the book should not lead the prospective 
reader expect treatise psychology. true that 
psychological terms are frequently used (e.g., complex, 
autosuggestion, introvert, hallucination, reactions, motiva- 


_tions, maladjusted, etc.), but such terminology belongs 


the manner rather than the matter the book. What 
Father Magner has given fusion commonsense 
wisdom and Christian morality, derived from rich ex- 
perience priest, traveller, lecturer and student human 
nature. recommended for all those who are looking 
for inspirational reading and sound practical advice. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


* * * 


The Male Hormone. 
24, 1945. 243p. $2.50. 


Paul DeKruif back his self-appointed task waxing 
lyrical about things medical. This time the male sex 
hormone, the androgenic hormone, that peculiar steroid 
substance (or substances) produced the interstitial 
cells the testis which initiates and maintains the de- 
velopment the male secondary sexual characteristics. 
With somewhat leering attitude and 
offensive remark the author develops his subject which 
this case the importance the use androgens 
salvaging for the unfortunate male homo sapiens some 
few extra years what considers the prime life. 
begins using himself typical case history the 
early stages senescence with its diminishing virility and 
vitality and then tells how the well-known Dr. Bunde- 
sen Chicago interested him testosterone possible 
alleviative. Follows his own investigation the problem 
growing old and his conclusion that there might 
something this new hormone. then proceeds 
trace the development knowledge concerning the male 
hormone from antiquity down the present day. After 
this details the various clinical experiments whic 
demonstrate the capacities the male hormone restore 
secondary sex characteristics maleness, restore po- 
tency, libido and sexual function, restore vitality to- 
gether with the well known vim and vigor, relieve 
symptoms certain heart and vascular conditions, 
alleviate benign prostatism and general reinvigorate 
the entire psychic outlook the individual well 
bettering his physical condition. 


may stated here that, according the best present- 
day knowledge, the author essentialy correct his cita- 
tions the beneficial effects which may obtained 
through the proper use the male hormones. Evidence 
accumulating daily that the natural androgens are 
among the most important regulatory substances the 
human body and that “hormone hunger,” our per- 
sistent alliterationalist aptly calls it, can and does cause 
important degenerative changes the body. Abundantly 
available synthetic testosterone can extreme benefit 
the hands trained practitioners alleviating many 
the ills which aging male flesh heir. 


But usual DeKruif has jumped the gun; claim- 
ing victory before all the returns are and therein lies 


Harcourt. May 


JUNE 


his 
long- 
their 
with 

alrea 
and 
some 
thesis 
nent 

failur 
secret 
genic 
testict 
the 
and 


Howe 
mater 
confid 
steron 
menta 
tion 
youth 
body 
fession 
true 
that 
author 
take 
this 
which 
which 
sacrific 


this 
ting 
quotat: 
tion 

curiosit 
bold 
tended. 
not 
Certair 
cally 
science 
book. 

able 
nounce 


Clark, 


The 


istant 


ective 
that 
nplex, 
ngs 
What 


‘ary, 


May 


sex 
steroid 
rstitial 
de- 
asional 
which 
yens 
some 
life. 
the 
ity and 
Bunde- 
roblem 
ght 
male 
After 
whic 
restore 
lity to- 
relieve 
ons, 
well 


cita- 
btained 
vidence 
are 
the 
per- 
ndantly 
benefit 
many 


claim- 
ein lies 


June 1945 


his major fault. There are many problems with regard 
the use androgens, and especially with regard their 
long-term use, which still need investigation and while 
with due caution. Indeed many the investigations 
already made have produced ambiguous, contradictory 
and conflicting results. DeKruif careful note this 
some instances but then proceeds bubble over with 
enthusiasm emphasizing the results favorable his 
thesis. some cases has omitted completely perti- 
nent unfavorable material such Wiesner’s (1932) 
failure find parallels between senility and hormone 
secretion and Moore’s (1932) conclusion that andro- 
genic substances may inhibit the development normal 
testicular function suppressing gonadotrope production 
the pituitary. Selye and Friedman (1941) even noted 
atrophy testicular interstitial tissue after both large 
and small doses androgens. 


However, the main, DeKruif has drawn upon the 
material responsible and trustworthy investigators and 
can accept their conclusions with certain amount 
confidence looking forward the eventual use testo- 
sterone important weapon the medical arma- 
mentarium. What objectionable however the author’s 
immoderate enthusiasm and his almost dogmatic asser- 
tion that testosterone now known the elixir 
youth which may well lead the indiscriminate use 
androgens with undesirable effects especially from the 
standpoint increased libido. dealing with the human 
body certain amount caution needed and that 
caution exercised the properly trained medical pro- 
fession (sometimes unnecessarily so) appreciative the 
complexity the organism with which must 
true that DeKruif warns against unrestricted usage 
several occasions but the whole tone the book such 
that many man will tempted sorely follow the 
author’s example dosing himself regularly with easy-to- 
take tablets this potent and desirable hormone. 
this attitude DeKruif’s which objectionable and 
which robs his work much its value, attitude 
which the whole truth and necessary prudence may 
sacrificed the demands journalistic sensationalism. 


this book the author also assumes curiously depreca- 
ting attitude toward God indicated the following 
quotations: “improving the down-at-the-heel condi- 
tion man God left him after the creation” (p. 143); 
“It God wished hide testosterone from the 
curiosity questing men who, they found it, might 
bold use make mankind happier than God in- 
tended.” (p. 188); “since God has played the trick 
not putting enough vitamins our food” (p. 224). 
Certainly this novel Theology! The trusting scientifi- 
cally untrained layman who accustomed taking his 
science authority not prepared deal with this 
book. suitable mainly for those adults who will 
able evaluate rather than accept final pro- 
nouncement. 


Clark, Walter Van Tilburg. The City Trembling 
Leaves. Random House. May 25, 1945. $3.00. 


The City Trembling Leaves story extraordinary 
beauty and charm. Its effect like that symphony, 
which, beginning softly, gradually works series 


Clark 


crescendos. What seems first jungle unim- 
portant incident and irrelevant detail shapes itself gradu- 
ally into unified meaning. the story the life and 
the loves Timothy Hazard. 


Timothy boy ordinary working-class family 
Reno, boy who shy, uncommunicative, different. 
not party the ordinary diversions children, for his 
natural bent for the beauty mountain and lake and the 
changing face nature awaken him inexpressible de- 
sires and moods. There other children, seems, 
antagonism toward nature. might express itself, per- 
haps, mere indifference thoughtless cruelty; or, 
where their own natures are concerned, taking pre- 
mature pleasure their bodies. All this for Tim 
irresponsible desecration beauty, and his reaction that 
instinctive repulsion. his journey through elemen- 
tary school and through high school lone journey. Even 
his triumphs, track and tennis, are solitary triumphs, 
for competing against himself and not against others. 
Only his mother seems sometimes understand the secret 
the boy who finds his pleasure long hikes in- 
venting tunes his violin express his moods. 


Two friendships, however, were formed during this period 
his life that were have permanent influence. The 
first was with Rachel Wells, classmate, distant and 
removed from others Tim was himself. Her presence 
during the early years had the effect making Tim only 
more self-conscious and more awkward. The second 
friendship was with Lawrence Black. this point 
their lives they saw each other but seldom, but each felt 
instinctive affinity for the other, Lawrence, the artist, 
and Tim, the musician. Tim also passed through period 
infatuation with another the girls his class but the 
affair was more her doing than his, and remained for Tim 
only experience that was slightly unpleasant. 


The second book the story relates the story Tim from 
his graduation from high school his marriage and his 
first success composer. The shyness and awkward- 
ness youth and adolescence became these later years 
inability appreciate the people with whom lived 
intimate association. was self-centered, though not 
selfish; was trying find himself and did not realize 
for long that find himself had find others. Thus 
was that actually loved Mary Turner for years be- 
fore became aware the fact and married her. 
the meantime dreamed Rachel, and made love 
Eileen Connor knowing his heart that did not love 
her, and even unable say falsely that did. His career 
began with some years playing with Reno. 
These were years steady decline 
When has reached the depths, playing horn taxi 
dance hall, composing bits and making arrargements for 
very poor band, Rachel appears. Now finds the old 
awkwardness gone her presence. Though she dis- 
appears again very shortly, the effect Tim give 
him new ambition. Leaving the band, takes posi- 
tion clerk music shop, working there with Mary 
Turner, whom had known childhood. From there 
goes Carmel, California, work seriously his 
composing under the guidance and the home Knute 
Fenderson, eccentric genius. This period terminated 
urgent letter from Lawrence’s wife, Helen, asking 
his help locating Lawrence. few days Helen’s 
home revealed her dominating and completely selfish 


Lavin Brooks 


person. then that realizes that loves and has 
loved Mary; writes her, rushes off find Lawrence, 
and returns Reno. His marriage brings him final happi- 
ness and releases him the ability give expression 
the songs and symphonies that has been trying ex- 
press for years. 


Such the story, but this outline does not all indicate 
tlie richness the book. The charm the story the 
feeling for nature, and the reading nature its music 
and charm. These passages times reach the level 
lyrical prose. the risk doing injustice other fine 
passages, chapter xxxv, The Mountain, gives sense 
deep enjoyment nature with Tim’s explanation its 
meaning Rachel real achievement imaginative writ- 
ing. addition this, there are some excellent bits 
satire, such Tim’s description the true nature and 
purpose the dance band, Stephen Granger’s imagin- 
ary life the erratic genius Knute Fenderson. The ex- 
plosive vigor Knut’e own conversation equally satis- 
fying. And the chapter which Helen reveals herself 
through her own conversation and self-pity dominating 
and selfish perfectly done. Some these passages are 
digressions, true, but digressions that belong the 
story. 


This novel misses being great novel very slender 
margin. Its defect not one style characterization 
plot. The author has rare ability expressing the 
moods nature. Forest, mountain, lake, even the in- 
tolerable heat the desert, seem become animate and 
communicative his interpretations and descriptions. 
Yet, one has the that has not understood cor- 
rectly after all. Nature not merely beautiful, 
Beauty, and religion can farther than that. This 
attitude, implicit throughout and occasionally expressed, 
not merely false itself but has dangerous side. 
Several incidents the story recount the amorous ad- 
ventures juveniles adolescents, the mature ex- 
periences growing out passion. These grow out the 
story, though perhaps they could have been recounted 
without the complete detail that given them. Such in- 
cidents, when projected against background natural- 
ism, take subtlety and attraction that dangerously 
appealing. Were they related such way indicate 
the moral consequences represent them de- 
partures from the moral law, they would not have that 
deceptive appeal. is, they blend too naturally, be- 
come too essential part the essence things and 
human actions. This defect will limit otherwise well 
written and very readable book mature and adult 


audience. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


* * * 


Lavin, Mary. The House Clewe Street. Little, Brown 
and Company. May 22, 1945. 530p. $3.00. 


Three generations Coniffs and lived the 
House Clewe Street, and roughly the three parts into 
novel falls tell the story each group. First 
there were the middle-class landlord, Theodore Coniff, 
his wife and their teen-aged daughters, until the birth 
third daughter cost the life the 37-year old Katherine. 
When this last daughter was 17, Cornelius Galloway 
joined the household briefly her husband, only die 
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few months before the birth his son, Gabriel. The 
latter dominated his aggressive aunt, loved 
his adoring mother, Lily, passed his childhood and 
adolescence the old home, content accept alike the 
cushioning against reality they provided and the restric- 
tions they placed upon him. Then there entered the 
House maid-of-all-work, young, vital, harum-scarum 
Onny Soraghan from the wrong part town. 


The rest the story Gabriel and Onny’s: both the 
affair that sprang between them outside the House, 
and its culmination Dublin where, unmarried and 
less, took life together the studio artist 
friend. 


Very able writing has gone into this first novel young 
American writer now living Ireland. 
Lord Dunsany, Mary Lavin already known American 
readers through the sketches and stories submitted for 
her the Atlantic Monthly. fact, episodes from this 
novel appeared that magazine under the title, 
Galloway.” She also known favorably for her volume 
short stories, Tales from Bective Bridge, which achieved 
the James Tait Black Memorial prize. Both facts probably 
ccount for third, viz., that the novel seems times 
told series well connected but self contained 
short stories. Some these are slight, the scene where 
Theodore waits welcome his daughter and her bride- 
groom back from their honeymoon. Some are full length, 
the child Gabriel’s introduction death, and the 
thunderstorm which reduced the mature Onny raw, 
naked terror. One least priceless—the race between 
rival corteges old Theodore’s funeral. The method 
open. slight character inconsistencies and action in- 
sufficiently motivated, but Miss Lavin for the most part 
successful avoiding this trap for the unwary. 


Two characteristics style add the reader’s pleasure. 
There skillful adding detail detail until scene 
emerges clearcut and individual, and the physical ap- 
pearance character distinct the reader’s mind. 
sober little habit digressing for reflection 
upon the implications some phase human conduct 
human relations which the action points up. Occa- 
sionally, these are finished and charming suggest 
the nucleus for essay. 


Though obviously fair for adult readers only, the book 
inescapably moral its demonstration sin and punish- 
ment. There morbid dwelling upon the occasions 
and particulars sin. Onny pays tragic price for her 
transgressions, and evident that Gabriel acknowl- 
edging the world his share and responsibility for 
those offenses will pay, too. 


satisfying book from writer maturity, which 
many respects distinguished book. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, Scranton. 


Brooks, Richard. The Brick Foxhole. Harper. May 23, 
1945. 238p. $2.50. 


brick foxhole barracks somewhere, anywhere, 
America.” are “men all kinds, who have been 
suddenly wrenched from the normal pursuits civilian 
life and thrown together under the abnormal conditions 


preparation for war” (p. vii). Among the men brick 
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foxholes are those with special talents, permanently as- 
signed desk duty the States; daily they are contact 
with returned veterans; daily they are reminded civil- 
ians, movies, the press, that others are fighting and 
receiving the credit while their contributions are lost 
the maze that makes Public Relations, Intelligence, 
Personnel Work, etc. Gradually the brick foxhole soldier 
loses faith himself; preyed upon gnawing 
thoughts his wife sweetheart’s fidelity, desires 
himself few Japs”. 


Corporal Jeff Mitchell, who had been cartoonist 
the Disney Studios, there came one night was 
his bunk voices from other bunks, relating the return 
one “Red” from Pearl Harbor, stating with obscene im- 
plications that had had date and probably spent 
the night with girl named Mary; Jeff seemed the 
girl was his wife. From then mental agony. 
Peter Keeley, his friend and mature service 
ent, buoys Jeff bit, takes him boxing match where 
the Jewish soldier, Max Brock, trying prove his 
worth taking terrible beating from larger and more 
clever boxer. 


Then Jeff follows the accustomed escape route for many 
soldier: trip the nearest city (this time, Washing- 
ton), drunken spree, trip bordel, and visit 
the apartment one Madam’s girls. Jeff implicated 
the murder homosexual pervert; his only chance 
clear himself confess his wife, who had arrived 
plane from Los Angeles, that had been the 
brothel. While this going on, his friend Peter had con- 
fronted the real murder, sadistic Sgt. Monty Crawford, 
and melodramatic duel the army post’s museum 
both are killed. the book’s conclusion Jeff’s wife, 
Mary, who now too has slight inferiority complex, 
determined prove Jeff that she good any 
prostitute. 


The theme civilians-turned-soldiers, mentally and mor- 
ally wasting away, one possibilities not attained 
The Brick Foxhole. Rather does this book emphasize all 
the sordidness escape from military routine through 
sadism, drinking and prostitution. There not decent 
character scene the book; should not recom- 
mended any one. 


Cohen, Lester. Coming Home. Viking. May 11, 1945. 
378p. $2.75. 


When young marine comes home from the hell 
Pacific battlefields only find the girl loves the victim 
the same evil system for whose destruction fought, 
the only thing continue the battle, without thought 
self, until the evil system smashed home well 
abroad. This the main theme around which Lester 
Cohen has built what might called social novel but 
has interlaced with host supplementary themes 
most which complement the characters has evolved. 
Chief among these are the power for evil the minor 
judiciary and the war mongering industrialists. The 
scene laid that much maligned metropolis, 
during the early 


Before Joe Drew, the footloose son impractical in- 
ventor whose work had been stolen Eugene Osmond, 
powerful industrialist, left for Guadalcanal knew 


Cohen 


Stella Witoski, former schoolmate. When the 
baby came Stella faced shame unflinchingly even the 
absence word from Joe. When she went seek 
allotment she came the lecherous attention Stone- 
ham (Stoney) Pike, squire, ward-heeler, ruler Pirts- 
burg’s Mill District, unscrupulously immoral, thoroughly 
evil and tyrannical. his attempts collect what 
considered his “droit seigneur” Stoney had both Stella 
and her father discharged from their jobs and prevented 
them from obtaining others. When all his hounding 
failed and Stella resisted him, finally raped her. 


Guadalcanal Joe’s best friend, Ron Osmond, son the 
industrialist, died his arms while Joe escaped 
wounds and malaria. Joe realized that loved Stella 
and wanted begin new life with her during which 
could continue his father’s inventive work and con- 
tribute the betterment the world. and 
came Stella, discovered what had hap- 
pened her and immediately assaulted Stoney viciously. 
Stoney had Joe arrested but his friends interested famous 
columnist and local crusading his 
Joe’s case was built the premise that his assault 
Stoney was justifiable because the latter’s vicious and 
evilly dictatorial practices. Joe and his lawyer Ben Jordan 
presented good fight but Stoney’s influence was too 
much and Joe was found guilty but sentence was post- 
poned. the meantime and Stella unearthed 
cient evidence have Stoney indicted the Grand Jury 
and build case which threatened destroy his 
entire dominance. Since his power over others was the 
very breath life Stoney used all his influence 
quash the indictments, even threatening expose 
Osmond. But the latter, who had met Joe and had been 
attracted him, chose have the squire removed from 
the scene and had him killed corrupt police official. 
The case against Joe dropped and compromises with 
his conscience assign his inventions Osmond and 
accept position one Osmond’s companies, making 
only mental reservation that would his best 
prevent Osmond from doing further evil. 


The main theme the book well executed until Joe’s 
final compromise where abandons battle that only 
half won. has destroyed the power evil the 
lower level but has compromised with that evil 
higher level. Artistically the book from confused 
and highly incidental plot, from poor characterization, 
except the case Stoney, and from second rate writing. 
the author has included messy mass salacious mater- 
ial, descending almost the depths obscenity. fact 
the inclusion major amounts obscenity destroys 
whatever value may found the final 
compromise with evil added deterrent. regard 
the situation Pittsburg there may much truth 
the picture the author draws. Certainlv the 
tions have exercised undue power over the lives others, 
certainly there have been scandals, political 
chicanery and malpractice among the minor judiciary. 
fact Pittsburg has various times enjoyed not the most 
savory reputations. Whether not such ramified 
organization for evil still exists however moot question 
and would not surprising find Pittsburgers 
rather positive attitudes towards the material the 
fact some those attitudes may positive 
result libel suits where characters the book may 


Ratcliff Caruso 


thought resemble actual personages. several occa- 
sions the author demonstrates curious unfamiliavity 
with the physical Pittsburg especially when has Joe 
and Stella walk from Kaufmann’s Schenley Park within 
the space few minutes conversation. There some 
truth, some value, some powerful writing the book 
but the whole there seems little reason recommend 
its reading anyone. 


Scientific Book Club---May Selection 


Ratcliff, John D., ed. Science Year Book 1945. Double- 
day, Doran. Apr. 26, 1945. 224p. $2.50. 


This symposium articles reprinted from popular period- 
icals, such Time, Hygeia, Reader’s Digest, 
New York Times Magazine, American Magazine, 
Satevepost and few others, intended inform the 
layman current developments and future implications 
things scientific. Many aspects science have been 
tremendously furthered the war; the advertising for 
large oil company puts it, “Twenty-five years petro- 
leum progress since Pearl Harbor”. 


Science Year Book 1945 opens with apologia which 
seems worthwhile quote considerable extract: 


large extent, research the past five years has 
been devoted finding quicker, more efficient means 
killing human beings. Many people, noting this 
fact, have decided that science something 
feared, evil that must controlled. 


This dangerous attitude. Science itself neither 
good nor evil. The way men use may either. The 
sharpened stick, remember, worked equally well 
pike plow.... 


terribly important that everyone should realize 
this. Science not feared. the dark 
thoughts the minds men that are danger. Science 
the one force which can eventually set men free. 
can provide security, bountiful goods. There are many 
people who question the value this point. Wasn’t 
Grandfather quite contented without radio, electric 
refrigerators, airplanes, they Wasn’t he, they ask 
further, even happier living outside the stresses mod- 
ern doubt it. Look the grim portrait the 
old gentleman. 


Something put those care lines his face. believe 
know what was. saw half his children die 
diseases now preventable. watched his crops being 
destroyed insects over which had control and 
stood impotent while floods washed away his accumu- 
lation worldly goods. saw his wife turn into 
aged crone performing the arduous 
chores required her. himself was the victim 
vile frauds and swindles—for simple lack informa- 
tion about what was happening the world. 


Science has given escape from many the evils 
which beset him. can even further unshackling 
our minds from fears and prejudices. Science may not 
truth yet, but the closest approximation 
truth that have found (p. xi-xii). 


Truly the creed scientific humanism, the belief that 
nothing true unless demonstrated material methods, 
that the hardships Grandfather did not bring him spir- 
itual benefit (if properly accepted), that suffering neces- 


Best SELLERS 


sarily evil. There strange contrast here when the 
second paragraph says that science neutral, “neither 
good nor evil”, and then the opening sentence the 
fifth paragraph states that “science the one force which 
can eventually set men free”. Rather correct thought 
and will disciplined the attainment eternal good 
that more important than science; without “men 
good-will” scientific advances will again lead wartime 
abuses science. What good will delegates get 
San Francisco Paris Moscow sooner means 
rocket planes their motives and methods are still those 
imperialism class war? 


the content Science Year Book 1945, the first 
ten articles are survey medical developments such 
the use penicillin, the fractionalization blood, re- 
search thresholds pain, transplanting cornea, etc. 
Physical and chemical research represented nine 
articles which four cover electronics and the use 
DDT. Aviation given five articles and, finally, four 
articles describe our petroleum deposits and future oil 
prospects especially Arctic regions, the reconstruction 
comet mystery, and “the mystery migration”. 


Most educated lay persons will find this compilation 
interest and will not provide anyone with funda- 
mental knowledge physics chemistry biology; 
not substitute for series textbooks courses lec- 
tures. The announcement the discoveries may arouse 
false hopes Mr. Brown and Mrs. Smith that Utopia is. 
here right after V-J day. There are economic barriers 
hurdled that are almost difficult the hills Oki- 
nawa. hard put aside lightly the old methods 
when millions and billions have been spent machinery 
and when trade unions, e.g., the building trades, have 
become entrenched. 


The scientific humanism, exemplified the opening 
tion this review, not apparent the individual 
articles. exception the chapter “Mental Disease” 
Maurice Zolotow who says that “the psychiatrist not 
minor-league divinity who holds Buchmanite-style con- 
fessions which you relate your sins. The psychiatrist 
not interested sin; interested sickness” (p. 


59-60). 


With the exceptions above noted, Science Year Book 
1945 suitable for adults. 


* 


Caruso, Dorothy. Enrico Caruso; His Life and Death. 
Simon and Schuster. May 15, 3-303p. $2.75. 


This biography “the greatest tenor the world” his 
widow also record her own life, focused chiefly 
the period between their marriage August, 1918 (when 
was and she 25) and his tragic death August, 
1921. The treatment episodic rather than chronologi- 
cal, but this does not interfere with the flow the story, 
whose interest never flags. 


Caruso was born Naples 1873, the 19th son 
family children. sang from his boyhood on- 
ward, self-taught except for the privilege listening 
during his 19th year the lessons given others the 
Neapolitan teacher Vergine. (Thus Mrs. Caruso, 63: 
but Fucito and Beyer: Caruso and the art singing, pp. 
16-17 (N. 1922); the Columbia encyclopedia and other 
standard manuals state definitely that Caruso was pupil 
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Vergine). His official debut took place Naples 
1894, and during the ensuing years his fame grew rapidly 
throughout Europe, although was not until after his 
New York debut 1903 that rose world prominence 
and amassed fortune, receiving the highest fees ever 
heard for singer. characteristic him that, 
when was offered $4,000.00 performance the 
1914, said that $2,500.00 was enough. 
(p. 


His marriage Dorothy Park Benjamin (they fell love 
first sight) solved many problems for both them: 
freed her from tyrannical father, and gave Caruso 
the affection and domestic peace that was essential 
him. had desire for what “social” 
December 1919 their daughter Gloria was born, 
and them even greater Caruso’s letters 
his wife while his Mexican, Cuban and American 
tours reveal this intimate side their life clearly that 
one wonders how Mrs. Caruso could bring herself pub- 
lish them. However, since they are published, may 
observe that they are written fantastic English, and 
should prove joy forever any language teacher, from 
clinical point view. need you like wather when 
thorsty”; “And more time pass more love for you 
cames big and big”; “my low blod pression”; was nearly 
emotionated,” etc. Yet one does not always laugh—there 
pathos the humble sincerity and loneliness the 
man, which his broken English only serves heighten. 
fact, one may say that his loneliness and his humanity 
dominate the reader’s impressions when finally closes 
the book. 

Mrs. Caruso’s pages teem with anecdotes which make the 
Some examples: although received eleven 
decorations from various governments, his greatest thrill 
came when Commissioner Enright made him Honorary 
Captain the New York Police Force. “Can arrest 
people now?” asked. When told that could, 
beamed: “Then must the Metropolitan right away. 
will play funny Mr. Gatti.” the late Giulio 
Gatti-Casazza, long-suffering General Director the Met- 
ropolitan Opera House) ... The great tenor cared nothing 
for horse racing, but when someone named race horse 
after him scanned the papers every day for news 
his namesake, and bet $10.00 him every time ran, 
though the beast never won anything His preparations 
before going the stage sing included cigarette (he 
smoked two packs day), whiskey, charged with water 
and one-fourth fanatic for personal 
hygiene, took two baths day, carried his own bed 
linen when travelling, and had suits and pairs 
shoes. The bed bugs Mexico City were martyrdom 
for him. 

His last performance the Metropolitan (it was his 
607th that stage) was Christmas Eve, 1920, and 
collapsed after the first act Juive, which finished 
despite the fact that was bleeding through the mouth. 
developed pleurisy, and later series internal 
abcesses which led painful operations, from which 
recovered sufficiently convalesce Sorrento. had 
relapse, and Mrs. Caruso’s story reaches terrifying 
climax with his death agony Naples August 
1921. His magnificent voice gave vent screams pain 
for four hours while his servant sought desperately for 
doctor (August vacation time Naples). 


MacLean 


Caruso was Catholic, with Renaissance overtones. 
wore charms (along with holy medals) when went 
the stage, had two sons born out wedlock, and years 
later, when married Miss Benjamin, the ceremony was 
performed Unitarian church. But publicly recog- 
nized his sons (thus giving them legal status Italy) 
was devoted them; sent their mother 
allowance; and when his wife became Catholic six 
months after their marriage, they were remarried St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. His was unbounded, and 
was man deep charity. His hold over his vast 
audiences was due not only his unique vocal powers, 
but the fact that threw his whole soul into his art: 
must give soul take the public.” (p. Such 
intensity took physical well psychological toll: 
weighed pounds less after every performance, and 
was always nervous beforehand. knew the penalty 
success. 


The book contains photographs; reproductions 
Caruso’s caricatures; list the ‘High Points” his 
life; his operatic repertoire operas (he sang 
languages, and spoke 7); “discography” Jack Caidin 
Caruso recordings; and note about Mrs. Caruso. 
There index. recommend the book good 
reading and good writing. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University 


Washington 


MacLean, Donald World Bruce. 
May 13, 1945. xii, 235p. $2.50. 


Mein Kampf Hitler brought the Nazi Party Program 
the world’s attention. only foreign statesmen had read 
the Fuehrer’s testament and had taken him his word, 
might have been spared six years colossal disaster. 
But alas, too few diplomats read Mein Kampf and too 
many them later were learn this perverted philosonhy 
under the heel the conqueror’s boot! Today the liber- 
ated peoples Europe appreciate only too realistically 
what Hitler’s New Order would have meant for them. 
For years the Nazis systematically devised their New 
World Order. Belgium, Holland, Greece and score 
other nations experienced the abject slavery the Nazi 
regime. They know the tyranny from which they have 
been rescued. What these peoples would like learn 
now what the New World Order means for the United 
Nations. There can return the paralyzing un- 
certainties pre-war days. There must New Order 
for the post-war world. 


the spiritual tragedy our times that the United 
Nations have accurately planned and brilliantly executed 
military victory Europe while their plans for peace and 
reconstruction are still mebulous and incomplete. For 
this blunder the generals and admirals are not blame; 
theirs win the battles. San Francisco 
the eleventh hour the diplomats the victor nations are 
painfully struggling formulate principles and practical 
measures for better world. This would not such 
difficult task the statesmen the United Nations were 
not tragically blinded the prejudice secularism. 
This excellent blueprint for Christian World Order 
conscientiously prepared during the last sixty years the 
Vicars Christ. And this invaluable plan that 
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Santayana 


Monsignor Donald MacLean the Catholic University 
discusses his outstanding book: Dynamic World 
Order. Hitherto the papal peace program has been pre- 
sented either skeleton outline else overburdened with 
the paraphernalia scholarship. has Monsignor 
MacLean chosen hide his erudition under the cloak 
popular style. 
twenty brief chapters explains the Christian solu- 
tions the problems baffling humanity today. Without 
watering down Christian doctrine demonstrates that 
the popes have outlined really dynamic world order. 
With such spiritual the brotherhood man 
under the fatherhood God, the necessity the natural 
law, the harmonious interrelation justice and charity 
foundations, writes with authority such practical 
problems international aviation, world trade, emigra- 
tion, minorities, disarmament, sanctions and international 
institutions. Everywhere brings light the necessary 
social and economic facts together with the pertinent papal 
doctrine. This then the New World Order for which 
Catholics must work. 
Apparently this book was completed 1943. The last 
chapter “Glotal Ethics and Global Peace” appeared 
The American Ecclesiastical Review for September, 1943. 
papal documents for 1944 1945 are mentioned. 
Who blame for this long delay publication diffi- 
cult ascertain but serious fault because books 
this character should up-to-date. The chapter 
“Airways for World Peace” excellent; but how much 
more valuable could have been the results the 
Chicago Conference Civilian Aviation had been in- 
corporated. The discussion world trade would have 
from explanation the Bretton Woods Pro- 
posals. The chapter “World Organizations” con- 
vincing but there consideration Teheran, Yalta 
Dumbarton Oaks. justice the author this book 
should have been issued eighteen months ago. 
surprising defect which cannot overlooked this 
book the author’s apparent carelessness checking his 
references papal documents. Sometimes refers 
Pius when should Pius XII (p. 23, 157), once 
Pius when should Benedict (p. 156), once 
Pius Frequently refers documents their 
Latin Italian Rerum Novarum Pente- 
coste; other times these same documents their 
English names—e.g., the Condition Labor Pente- 
cost Message. Several times cites the Christmas Mes- 
sage 1940 (p. 180, 181, 186) where obviously means 
the Christmas Message 1939. another occasion 
mentions the same broadcast the Prerequisites Peace, 
December 1939, which title his own making. This 
carelessness very confusing the reader and will hardly 
entice him pursue further studies the pontificial 
documents. 
The volume closes with several appendices giving 
from pertinent documents. has extensive bibliog- 
raphy pages and satisfactory index. Despite the 
shortcomings above noted, this the best popular 
the papal peace program. Those enlightened Christ- 
ians who are seriously concerned with the decisions the 
San Francisco Conference can nothing better forming 
correct ideas about the post-war world than read 
Dynamic World Order. 

Harry Koenig, 

Mundelein, 
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Santayana, George. Persons and Places, vol. II, The Mid- 
dle Span. Scribner. Apr. 16, 1945. 187p. $2.50. 


Having written off the first twenty-two years his life 
the first volume his autobiography, Mr. Santayana 
his new book adds account the next twenty years 
his somewhat uneventful existence. The present volume 
opens 1886 with description the days spent 
Germany student Harvard fellowship and 
closes twenty years later with Mr. Santayana back 
Europe exchange-professor delivering lectures 
English fluctuating audience the Parisian and pro- 
vincial universities France. The years between were 
spent for the most part the tranquillity the Harvard 
Yard, disturbed occasionally President Eliot, and 
the stuffffiness the best Boston parlors, never disturbed 
anything, even president. 


Much the book concerned with Mr. Santayana’s 
travels abroad. student Germany lived for 
short time Gottingen and Dresden, where enjoved 
little success acquiring the language, due the fact 
there was one with whom particularly cared talk. 
Then moved Berlin Paulsen, Ebbinghaus, 
Gezycki and others lecturing philosophy. While 
relished the beer, the music and the uniforms, which were 
integral elements German life then now, and the 
idealism and discipline, which they sym- 
bolized, sensed something violent and anarchic the 


character the people, summed the cry the 


Reformation, los von Rom. This lawless and primitive 
violence the people, Mr. Santayana sees it, was re- 
strained artificial discipline imposed from above and 
bringing with the evils “officialdom, pedantry and 
insane vanity”. When went England spend his 
holidays, discovered the country for which felt ap- 
parently the deepest affection; his fondness for England 
embraced her countryside and rivers, the city London, 
her people high and low, and even her public officials. 
His attempts analyze the English character and the 
atmosphere London are among the best things the 
book. Besides Germany and England his itinerary in- 
cluded return Avila and his family. The remainder 
the book given over recollections his friends 
Harvard, his memories and impressions Boston society, 
and his official career Harvard. 


clear from this bare recital its contents that there 
little stamp the book great autobiography. Mr. 
Santayana makes little attempt explain the genesis 
his personal philosophy the evolution his own 
soul. The failure so, together with the fact that Mr. 
Santayana’s life was led almost cloistered retirement 
distant remove from the main stream events, de- 
prives the book any absorbing interest for the general 
reader. Its appeal consequently would seem nar- 
rowed the circle those who knew Mr. Santayana 
Harvard least the group associates and friends with 
whom Mr. Santayana was associated and whom an- 
alyzes not infrequently with certain ironic acidity. 


Some the views which gives expression might 
provoke the raising quizzical evebrow. Mr. Santayana 
would not marry anyone but Catholic; his children, 
had any, would Catholic; himself Catholic 
but does not accept Catholic dogma! mildly 
tated that William James should provoked Ameri- 
can occupation the Philippines the close the 
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Spanish-American War: the United States was 
Spain was weak, American venture imperialism 
Spain’s expense, therefore, was inevitable. this seemed 
clash irreconcilably with the ideal expressed the 
Declaration Independence, after all the Declara- 
tion Independence was piece literature, salad 
illusions”. sounds familiar nor isolated instance 
moral obtuseness. This second volume his auto- 
biography succeeds like the first removing good deal 
the glamor from his poetically phrased philosophy. 
Despite this neither particularly interesting, nor im- 
portant, nor recommended. 


* 


Wesseling, Theodore, O.S.B. The Cleansing the 
Temple. Longmans, Green. Mar. 14, 1945. 96p. $1.75. 


These meditations, based the Lenten and Easter liturgy, 
bring out strongly and constantly the point that social 
purification, the cleansing the members the Mystical 
Body Christ, depends upon the individual’s spiritual 
reconstruction. must practice simultaneously fast 
the mind (from “velvety hypocrisy” and other mental 
vices) and the will (from inordinate desire material 
things) with the bodily fast. 


Christian regeneration, the liturgy, symbolized through 
Christ’s Resurrection and His inheritance the world 
was made manifest Pentecost through the descent 
the Holy Spirit who “does one thing only and that 
form Christ, make Christ flourish the lives men, 
the whole universe, carry the Redemption, inaugu- 
rated Christ, its plenitude” (p. Throughcut, 
the author elicits from the liturgy the importance com- 
munal responsibility, the quickened regard should 
have and the charity should show for the members 
the Mystical Body and all persons present outside 
the true fold. Fittingly, Dom Wesseling devotes long 


section the importance the encyclical the Mysti- 
cal Body. 
particular, mentions five fields which progress 
must made; these five areas modern disintegration 
are: 
the separation town and country the industrial 
money-world and the natural life man the soil; 
the separation those that are the slaves and those 
that are the freemen society ruled the un- 
natural money-standard; the separation the ecclesi- 
astical mind and the profane mind; the prolonged 
separation millions Christians baptized the 
Church and belonging Christ, separation which 
almost seem acquiesce our universal inac- 
tivity; lastly, the separation each individual what 
deems his religious duties and his conduct 
member our paganized society (p. 80). 
solution, states that “the new order demands that 
integrate our individual salvation into wider salva- 
tion which embraces the whole the human race: 
again this idea the unity mankind body” (p. 90). 
His concluding plea for return praying the Psalms 
around which the Divine Office constructed. 
Undoubtedly this important and timely book; 
should not looked upon merely Lenten reading 
value for all times. Its condensed style !ack 
example may make difficult reading but its 
worthwhileness all who take the time master its 
content unquestioned. 
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Wesseling Monro Borden 


Catholic Book Selection 


Monro, Margaret Enjoying the New Testament. Long- 


mans, Green. Apr. 25, 1945. 204p. $2.50. 


Miss Monro prefaces this remarkable little work with the 
disarming assertion that she not “scholar.” This 
probably set rest any fears technicality pedan- 
try. But Miss Monro not scholar, she has certainly 
resorted works scholarship the preparation 
book. 


There denying the fact that there deplorable 
paucity books the Scriptures which combine real 
scholarship and accuracy with simplicity which will 
make them accessible the lay-mind. this regard, 
our non-Catholic brethren are far advance us. Miss 
Monro has tried the present work fill, some meas- 
ure, long-felt need. She has succeeded admirably. 


Enjoying the New Testament twenty-one week plan 
JOY 

for reading the New Testament. Miss Monro suggests, 
quite logically seems, beginning with the Acts the 
Apostles, get composite picture the back- 

ground the New Testament milieu. She then presents 
the various New Testament books their order origin. 


Sprinkled all through this book there are various bits 
precious information which the average layman would 
hardly expected know, and yet which are essential 
real enjoyment, and indeed, understanding the 
New Testament. Many the more complicated con- 
troverted points, Miss Monro handles remarkably well, 
giving whatever information needed understand the 
problem, but not much confuse the 
rather remarkable that the author has gotten together 
much information about Semitic backgrounds, and that 
she has presented this rather recondite research material 
such simple understandable way. 


Here and there one could argue with Miss Monro 
some the dates, alternate readings, etc., but there are 
good authorities whom Miss Monro follows and whose 
weight justifies her following them. 


All all, are happy recommend this work all 
who are desirous knowing more about the New Testa- 
ment. should especially helpful Study Club 


Groups. 
Fidelis Rice, 
St. Joseph’s Passionist Monastery, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
* * * 


Borden, Lucille Papin. Francesca Cabrini. Without Staff 
Scrip. Macmillan. May 15, 1945. 402p. $2.75. 


has well been said Mother Cabrini that “her field 
was the world”. From early childhood the young Fran- 
cesca was fired with missionary zeal and ardent de- 
votion the Sacred Heart. this account the saint’s 
life, Lucille Borden has coupled historical narration with 
character study, and has given the reader not only 
accurate picture remarkable missionary achievement, 
but consideration the growth soul the full 
stature sanctity. 


Mother Cabrini founded sixty-seven houses for the In- 
stitute the Missionary Sisters the Sacred Heart, her 
own foundation. Because her fragile physical condi- 
tion, she had been refused admittance any religious 
community, but obedience the instruction the 


Editors Yank Stilwell 


Bishop Lodi, Francesca founded the first missionary 
institute for women. The new foundation was miracu- 
lously blessed. Vocations multiplied, money appeared 
without explanation for every need. The mission was 
extended first Rome, then, obedience our Holy 
Father, Mother Cabrini sailed with her sisters America 
though, like Francis Xavier, she had vision work 
the Orient. 


She was cross the ocean twenty-four times found the 
sixty-seven houses North, Central and South America, 
Italy, France, England and Spain. orphanages, hos- 
pitals, schools and missions which engaged her, even 
among her people laboring the mines, all felt the 
warmth her charity and were drawn closer its Source. 


her character study, the author has admirably portrayed 
Mother Cabrini disciplined, humble, obedient and burn- 
ing with love for God she faithfully followed His “Plan” 
for her, going forth joyously, “without scrip staff” with 
unlimited faith that the impossible could successfully 
undertaken such were His Will. 


Mother Cabrini had been well prepared for her mission. 
The early influence the loving but stern sister Rosa; 
the attraction the Spiritual Exercises Loyola, her 
emulation the obedience and discipline that are the 
essence the Jesuit rule, and her admiration the great 
missionary, St. Francis Xavier; all strengthened her own 
steps along similar path that was lead not the 
realization personal aspirations, but the fulfillment 
the task set for her the Head the Church. The 
intelligence, personality and energy that brought successful 
achievement are vividly set forth Mrs. Borden’s biog- 
raphy. 

Mother Cabrini died the age sixty-seven years. The 
same rapidity that marked the spread her earthly mis- 
sion, has been evident the advancement her Cause. 
Like the Little Flower, she will have been canonized 
than half century following her death. The miracles that 
led her canonization are incorporated into this story 
her life. 


The recommended for the edification all 
readers. 
* * 


Editors Yank. The Best From Yank, Army Weekly. 
Dutton. Apr. 23, 1945. 304p. $3.50. 


Yank’s best may labeled anthology composed 
material which has appeared weekly since 
its inception. Most the material comes from the pens 
staff writers but much also represents contribu- 
tions from the non-professional enlisted man, with officers 
being permitted appear only the section corre- 
spondence. According the introduction this anthology 
not slanted for civilian consumption but the work 
“representative soldiers, trying portray honestly and 
effectively the strange, uncertain, frequently dangerous 
world which they live.” 


The items are taken from all the denartments Yank 
which are follows: War Reports, Fiction and Humor, 
What’s Your Problem?, Mail Call, Poems, Cartoons and 
Photographs. There however planned sequence 
the arrangement the selected items this book. The 
cartoons and photographs are minor elements with the 
cartoons being rather ordinary and the photographs some- 


Best SELLERS 


what above the ordinary. Much the poetry dog- 
gerel versification but occasionally flashes genuine 
artistry are found. The humor strictly the military 
intramural type and frequently requires interpretation. 
The better items the compilation are found among the 
battle reports which show genuine and understandable 
appreciation the realities military life. Most these 
are journalistic style but some few are untainted 
style any sort and these are the best and most natural. 


The book has been well edited and there are only occa- 
sional objectionable features such profanity and sug- 
gestiveness. However there are several overly offensive 
items such those pp. 201 and 209. general the 
suitable for college readers and those higher 
evels. 


Stilwell, Hart. Border City. Doubleday, Doran. May 
1945. $2.50. 
This “hard-hitting first novel”, which “drives dra- 
matic story straight the heart important American 
But dull book for all that. The problem 
that the injustice done the Mexicans living the 
American side the Texas border. Border City, 
seems, the political boss, the police, the and 
the general public look upon the Mexicans cheap lator 
excluded from any benefit from fair labor practices. 
Attempts organize them into labor unions are looked 
tempt organize results beating murder. This 
situation may real enough, but books like Border City 
will not make any contribution the problem. 


Border City follows rigid formula: Dave Atwood, 
independent minded reporter drawn deeper and 
into the fight for equality his own thirst for justice. 
the well- known type irresistible crusader, with fine 
contempt for his fellow hacks who write with eye 
the front office, and with complete disregard for the 
effects his own indiscretions. defying all and sundry 
finally reaches the editorial desk. drawn into 
the crusade when picks story that will never reach 
the courts and never printed his paper, the case 
young Mexican girl who has been raped Jim Billings, 
the political boss, while working his home. For some 
unexplained reason Chelo, the girl, and her family adopt 
Dave their special friend and protector. that role, 
more less graciously accepted, becomes part the 
family troubles. One the brothers, Tito, secretly 
working organize the union. Another brother, An- 
tonio, innocent any such interests, and 
protect him. From that rise power 
swift and unimpeded. tead being fired for breaking 
stories against the boss, his 
able honesty bring him the position editor. His op- 
portunity comes when the deputies beat the wrong 
person, white man. Dave swings into action, makes out 
slate for the elections, backs it, and almost has elected. 
the day before election the opposition spread abroad 
the story the private affairs Dave and Chelo. The 
reader expected finish the book with the feeling that 
the next time Dave won’t fail them. 


This plot wouldn’t too bad ordinary adventure 
But the plot the least part the story. Chelo 
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not the only one experience the attraction Dave’s 
personality. There succession affairs; neither the 
author nor Dave neglect any opportunity. Both incident 
and language are consistent with the general immorality 
that the book holds for admiration. Characters and 
author express general contempt for the moral law. The 
only device that the author uses underscore the dull- 
witted conversation his principals that profanity. 
There are several instances deliberate and unnecessary 
blasphemy. short, the book has nothing recommend 


any reader. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 
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Pound, Arthur. Lake Bobbs-Merrill. 


1945. $3.50. 


Anyone who reads the fourth volume the American 
Lakes Series will longer think Lake Ontario being 
“Canadian” lake. Arthur Pound, former State His- 
torian New York, gives this history the eastern- 
most the Great Lakes, many reasons why should 
consider lake, the true and inclusive 
meaning the term. course true that Lake On- 
tario appraised more highly those living the 
northern shore than those the southern, New 
York shore. More than one-eighth the population 
all Canada found the counties Ontario along the 
northern shore; the southern shore found but one- 
half one per cent the population the United States. 
Some the busiest the Canadian cities, such Hamil- 
ton, Toronto, and Kingston are found the northern 
shore; cities any consequence are found the New 
York shore between Niagara and Oswego. The author 
admits that seems evident that Lake Ontario’s 
present not quite vivid its past, when for century 
and half was the center decisive theater ex- 
ploration and warfare. Then was focus empire; 
now the edge the great industrial whirlpool 
Yet the busy American midland could 
never have escaped from the wilderness stage except for 
certain events which occurred Lake Ontario” (p. 24). 
Then, twenty-four additional chapters, Arthur Pound 
writes fashion which keeps this book easily abreast 
the high standards set the preceding authors the 
series. Red men and white men allied with opposed 
the red men stalk through the earlier period treated; 
the struggles between the French and the English for the 
all important control the lake comprehensively 
Especially good the account given the influence 
exerted the Iroquois the struggle between the French 
and English, struggle which was not ended until 1763, 
and the settlement which the Iroquois were im- 
portant factor. 


May 15, 


One the most informational sections the book that 
dealing with the influence upon Canadian affairs the 
Loyalists who fled Canada after the American Revolu- 
tion. The author believes that these men and women 
were very influential keeping Canada loyal the 
mother country, and free from any tendency join the 
new nation the south. Since there were but about 
British Canada the time the Revolutionary War, 
and since about 60,000 Loyalists emigrated Canada 
from the English colonies during and immediately after 
the war, the author’s contention seems reasonable. Some 


Pound King Gardner 


them received compensation from the mother country 
for losses sustained their former homes the south; 
most them did not. 


The struggle for the control Lake Ontario during the 
War 1812 accurately and yet rather humorously pre- 
sented. The unwillingness Americans fight Canad- 
ians, and vice versa, was seldom shown better advantage 
than the efforts made Yeo, the British commander, 
and Chauncey, the United States Navy, refrain from 
fighting. Neither ever avoided the opportunity miss 
naval action, despite the Herculean efforts Henry Eck- 
ford supply Commodore Chauncey with the necessary 
ships. apparently was the 1813 forerunner 
Henry Kaiser, the records indicate that ordinarily 
produced ship about forty working days; occasion 
ship was launched twenty-one days after her keel had 
been laid. disinterested was the warfare the 
infantry the western end the lake, around Niagara. 
The author goes some pains make clear his convic- 
tion that Toronto (York) was not burned the Ameri- 
can troops who occupied 1813. 
evidence marshaled the author makes his argument 


and renders the vandalism British troops 


Washington, C., 1814 less excusable than would 
otherwise the case. The history the Erie Canal was 
never told more clearly ten pages than chapter 
fifteen; much Canadian history unknown “American” 
readers will found the chapter entitled, “Rough 
Road Federation”; the chapters dealing with Toronto, 
Rochester, and the industrial and agricultural resources 
the Lake Ontario country are really excellent. The 
bibliographical note reveals the rich quarries from which 
the material for the book was mined; eighteen pages 
index complete book which will enrich the mind any 
reader, north south Lake Ontario. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Crime Club---April Selection 


King, Rufus. The deadly dove. Crime Club. Double- 
day, Doran. Apr. 12, 1945. 189p. $2.00. 


The Dove was mild-mannered gentleman whose special- 
was arranging murder that looked like acci- 
dent, illness “act God.” When was hired 
gangster perform his duties the person 
wealthy Christine Admont, her death was deemed de- 
sirable insofar her husband Alan was her beneficiary. 
Then, without proper warning Alan she had her wil! 
changed annuity policy, thus making more im- 
portant that she kept alive. Unfortunately Alan 
couldn’t call off the Dove didn’t know the gentle- 
man had try circumvent his murder methods. 
The results Alan’s attempts are satisfactory for those 
who want justice, poetic otherwise. tense thriller 
that will please adult addicts. 


* * * 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Case the Golddigger’s 
Purse. Morrow. May 10, 1945. 218p. $2.00. 


Perry Mason thought foolish take the case the 
goldfish with gill disease when Harrington Faulkner asked 
him to. That was before met attractive Sally Madison, 
golddigger who wanted Faulkner invest five thousand 
dollars sure cure for gill disease, invented her 


Rogers Index 


sweetheart Tom Gridley. Then Faulkner turns 
corpse. Sally picked the police with the murder 
weapon her handbag and Mason’s secretary’s finger- 
prints are it. After that what choice does have? 
seems that all Faulkner’s friends and acquaintances 
would have been glad help his exit. 
Gardner tells fast moving story with closely knit plot. 
There are loose ends. Good Perry Mason. Try it. 
Ruth Streaker Temple, 
Georgetown University, Library, 
Washington 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---May Selection 

Rogers, Joel Townsley. The Right Red Hand. Simon 
Schuster. May 11, 1945. 219p. $2.00. 
their way through New England, headed for wed- 
ding Vermont, couple meet tragedy country 
road. St. Erme has, appears, been hurt killed 
tramp for whom the couple paused give ride; his 
fiancée stumbles through the woods the cottage 
retired criminologist, where she has hysterics and remains 
long-winded doctor, who tells the story: part psycho- 
analysis, part ratiocination, part recollection the sec- 
retarial report the preliminary questioning local 
police. found, with missing hand; several 
others drop the wayside before nightfall. The suspense 
clever: suspicion points the girl, the doctor, the 
name inventor New York, known the missing 
man’s business partner. The plot effectively involved 
and the solution satisfactory. The style, however, in- 
tensely involved, due the first person narration and 
the overly-clever mind the teller. The purpose is, pre- 
sumably, remind the reader Agatha Christie’s medi- 
cal murderer the Roger Ackroyd classic, but the smart- 
ness backfires. the reader can shrug off the mannerisms 
technique, will find interesting tale. 


Catholic Book Club Selections 


The May Selection John Dooley, Confederate Soldier, 
edited Joseph Durkin, Reviewed May 


issue, 25. 


Best SELLERS 


The June Selection Too Small World Theodore 
Maynard. Reviewed May Ist issue, 23. 
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